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mand’s joint functional component com-
mander for space and the joint space opera-
tions center.

Coalition operations require some na-
tions to provide space capability, often both 
military and commercial satellite services. 
Consequently, each national SpOCC would 
have to maintain its own space picture and 
share some of that data with the coalition 
SpOCC to generate an integrated picture. 
Each SpOCC could serve as a central point 
of contact to access national space capabili-
ties. National command authorities would 
maintain control of their national assets 
while providing an agreed-upon space capa-
bility or service to coalition operations. Do-
ing so requires that we put in place agree-
ments today to begin developing guidance 
for security classification, interoperable in-
formation networks, tasking and dissemina-
tion processes, and so on. Because this con-
struct will probably take years to develop, 
we cannot afford to wait for a crisis to occur.

Education and Training
Often an afterthought, education and 

training are paramount to success. Too fre-
quently we have sent space operations per-
sonnel into combat with inadequate experi-
ence and training. It is vital to properly 
organize, train, and equip our space forces. 
Although the United States has made im-
provements to develop space professionals, 
we need specialists. During the last decade, 
space weapons officers have filled this role. 
Because the position is adapting to focus 
more on Air Force Space Command units 
and because of the limited number of posi-
tions, the Air Force needs to develop a track 
for personnel specializing in the integration 
and exploitation of space. Either the Army’s 
FA-40 program or the Air Force Space Weap-
ons Instructor Course can serve as models. 
Most nations have neither military space 
systems nor military space specialists, so 
they must develop personnel with space 
expertise and establish a career specialty. 
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Figure 2. Notional space support architecture
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