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Figure 1. Structure of a notional combined joint task force

and operational-level positions. Conse-
quently, this example does not require a
director of space forces because of the full
assimilation of space positions into the
command structure.®

Space Support and Reachback

Soon after the start of the Schriever V
war game of 2009, it became apparent that
an integrated force structure would facili-
tate coordination for coalition operations.*
This realization led to establishment of a
CJTF-like organization and a combined
space operations center construct. Building
on this concept, we can think of designing a
notional space support architecture for a
coalition (fig. 2).

CJTF space forces must integrate effects
and support the mission, perhaps via reach-

back to a space operations coordination
center (SpOCC). Typically, the CJTF com-
mander will designate a single focal point
for space—logically, the JFACC and combat
air operations center (CAOC). As the sup-
ported multinational command, the CAOC
would enjoy direct support from the coali-
tion SpOCC, which can serve as a virtual
coordination center since a designated lead
nation’s SpOCC would become the coalition
center. National SpOCCs can also directly
support the coalition SpOCC. It would be
wise for the CAOC to have arrangements
with national SpOCCs for time-critical sup-
port. National space teams would have
reachback via national command authori-
ties and support channels. For example,
space personnel supporting operations in
US Central Command go the CAOC, which
can then reach back to US Strategic Com-
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